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Cover photos by George D. Gann: Top: mahogany mistletoe
(Phoradendron rubrum), a tropical species that grows only on Key
Largo, and one of South Florida’s rarest species. Mahogany
poachers and habitat loss in the 1970s brought this species to
near extinction in South Florida. Bottom: fuzzywuzzy airplant
(Tillandsia pruinosa), a tropical epiphyte that grows in several
conservation areas in and around the Big Cypress Swamp. This
and other rare epiphytes are threatened by poaching, hydrological
change, and exotic pest plant invasions.
Funding for Rare Plants of South Florida was provided by The
Elizabeth Ordway Dunn Foundation, National Fish and Wildlife
Foundation, and the Steve Arrowsmith Fund.
Major funding for the Floristic Inventory of South Florida, the
research program upon which this manual is based, was provided
by the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation and the Steve
Arrowsmith Fund.

Acknowledgments
We would like to thank the many individuals and organizations that
have contributed to this project over the last seven years. We
especially are grateful for the support of The Institute for Regional
Conservation’s board members Robert Heinzman and Jena
Matzen, who have contributed to the project since its inception.
Kellie Westervelt has provided continuous encouragement and
assistance with the administration and funding of the project.
Doria Gordon provided key guidance in the early design phases.
The backbone of this project, the Floristic Inventory of South
Florida, was made possible by a generous, unencumbered
donation from the Steve Arrowsmith Fund. Additional funding for
specific elements of the inventory, and for database development,
was received from the South Florida Water Management District,
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, National Fish and Wildlife
Foundation, and Florida Department of Environmental Protection.
A recent agreement with Fairchild Tropical Garden has allowed
IRC to assist the Garden with its rare plant program while
conducting research essential to our own project. The preparation
and publishing of this manual was made possible by a grant from
the Elizabeth Ordway Dunn Foundation.
Many others have contributed in important ways. Most especially,
we would like to thank those who contributed time and resources
to help us conduct floristic inventories and rare plant surveys on
conservation lands: Janice Duquesnel, J.B. Miller, R. “Bobby”
Hattaway, Jim Duquesnel, Mike Owen, Elizabeth Golden, Sally
Braem, Renate Skinner, and Erik Johnson of the Florida Park
Service; Sandra Vardaman of Martin County; Joy Klein of MiamiDade County, Roger Clark, Rob Irving, and Rick Joyce of Lee
County; Mike Bodle, Amy Ferriter, and Dan Thayer of the South
Florida Water Management District; Tony Pernas, Toby Obenauer,
and Matt Patterson of the National Park Service; Tom Wilmers,
Brian Lockwood, and Dawn Jennings of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service; Robert Guerra of the Florida Fish and Wildlife
Conservation Commission; Dena Garvue, Cynthia Lane, Meghan
Fellows, and Jennifer Possley of Fairchild Tropical Garden; Juan
Fernandez of the City of Miami; Dick Workman of Coastplan, Inc;
Misty Nabers of Gasparilla Island Conservation and Improvement
viii

Association; and Dee Serage of Sanibel-Captiva Conservation
Foundation.
Our colleagues in the field, Roger Hammer and Chuck McCartney,
have continued to botanize with us and make important
contributions to the project, including sharing their vast knowledge
of the flora of South Florida. Tiffany Troxler Gann assisted with
the fieldwork and the collection of herbarium specimens. We
would also like to thank the numerous land managers throughout
South Florida for allowing us access to the region’s conservation
areas, providing in-kind contributions such as off-road
transportation, and for sharing their data and knowledge with us.
In particular, we would like to thank Dick Roberts for providing us
with important feedback on plants at Jonathan Dickinson State
Park and Steve Farnsworth and Frank Griffiths for their assistance
concerning conservation areas in Palm Beach County.
We must acknowledge the support of the staff of many herbaria,
without whose support this project would not have been possible.
Fairchild Tropical Garden provided us almost unlimited access to
their herbarium and library, and we especially thank Lynka
Woodbury for her assistance. Fairchild Keeper of the Herbarium,
Gerald “Stinger” Guala, used our data to produce a searchable
database of plants in conservation areas for the Internet, which
was a precursor to the Floristic Inventory of South Florida
Database that is now available at www.regionalconservation.org.
Mary Collins provided us with much needed information on the
Garden’s accessioned plants. We wish to thank the staff of The
Institute for Systematic Botany at the University of South Florida,
in particular Richard Wunderlin and Bruce Hansen, for providing
us with access to the herbarium, as well as for a continuous
exchange of information on the flora of South Florida. Dan Austin
at Florida Atlantic University provided us with access to the FAU
herbarium and much needed information on the flora of South
Florida. We also would like to thank Kent Perkins from the
University of Florida, Loran Anderson from Florida State
University, Rusty Russell from the Smithsonian Institution, Jackie
Kallunki and Sarah Hunkins from the New York Botanical Garden,
Sharon Yelton and Emily Wood from Harvard University, and the
staff of numerous other herbaria who provided us with access,
label data, and other information. Maika Hoffmann assisted with
data collection at the New York Botanical Garden and Alíce
Warren-Bradley assisted us at the Smithsonian Institution.
ix

Joyce and Donald Gann, Roger Hammer, and Tiffany Troxler
Gann all provided major reviews of this manual.
Robert
Heinzman, Kellie Westervelt, Doria Gordon, Alíce Warren-Bradley,
Andy Clewell, Linda Chafin, and Dena Garvue reviewed select
sections.
Chuck McCartney and Don Keller reviewed the
Orchidaceae accounts, David Hall and Gerald “Stinger” Guala
reviewed the Poaceae accounts, Dan Austin reviewed the Cuscuta
accounts, and Don Keller and Gil Nelson reviewed the
pteridophyte accounts. Ann Williams and Janice Duquesnel
reviewed the species accounts of plants from the Florida Keys.
We also would like to thank the eleven land managers who
attended a peer review workshop in March, 2001, at Fairchild
Tropical Garden: Roger Clark, Janice Duquesnel, Frank Griffiths,
Brenda Hahr, Roger Hammer, Brian Lockwood, Joe Maguire, Mike
Owen, Matt Patterson, Tony Pernas, and Kellie Westervelt. The
feedback received at that workshop was extremely useful in
completing this manual, and we thank Fairchild Tropical Garden
as an institution, and Dena Garvue and Cynthia Lane as
colleagues, for their support for this event. Anne Statham of the
University of Wisconsin, Parkside, organized the workshop
evaluation, assisted by her husband Mike Zupan.
While we have received tremendous support for the Floristic
Inventory of South Florida and this manual, the content and
recommendations are entirely our responsibility. We realize there
may be errors and omissions, and we can only hope that the
readers will bring these to our attention so that we can amend the
manual in future editions.

x

